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Beloved Brothers, 

As we are celebrating the feast of our 

heavenly patron, may I use this 

opportunity to wish every one of you a 

blessed feast of St. Francis de Sales. May 

he intercede for us and all his spiritual 

sons and daughters. May he show us the 

light on our path that we can become 

effective and productive in our ministry as 

his sons. Happy feast to all! 

 

Preparation for the 20th General Chapter in 2019! 
 

I would like to remind you all again about the importance of personal study, 

community study, and apostolic community study of the documents in preparation 

for the General Chapter. The collated report of the community study should be 

submitted to the Provincial’s office by the end of June 2018. Therefore, we need 

to complete the study of the first paper in the months of January/February; the 

second paper in March/April; and the third paper in May/June. I encourage the 

community superiors to stay on top of it and make sure that we have the reports 

ready in due time.  

Happy Feast  

of Our Heavenly Patron!  

St. Francis de Sales, pray for us 



 

Very Reverend Fr. O.V. Zacharias, MSFS 

We, as a Fransalian family, grieve at the loss of this great 

missionary who passed away on January 5th, a committed 

Fransalian, and a wonderful priest of God. He was indeed a holy 

man of God who formed several Fransalians by his spiritual 

formation and personal life. He leaves a great legacy to be pursued 

and an empty shoe to be filled. May he intercede for all of us. May 

his soul rest in peace.  
 

 

USA Fransalians Annual Retreat 2018 and Assistant Superior General’s Visitation!  

The Congregational Retreat of 2018 will be held from Monday, June 11th  through Friday, June 15th, in 

Jacksonville, Florida. It is an important annual event in our life as religious priests; therefore, I request all 

of you to mark your calendars to make this a quality family time for us Fransalians working in the United 

States. Reverend Fr. Mariadas Thumma, the Assistant Superior General, will be animating the retreat. He 

will also be making his canonical visitation to the Vice-Province at the same time. The retreat schedule will 

be sent out to you soon. 

Fransalian Corner! 

If you are a pastor, and if it is possible, please dedicate a corner of the Narthex of your church as 

Fransalian Corner, where you can display on a table or a rack Fransalian/Salesian materials for the use of 

the parishioners, such as brochures, newsletters, quarterlies, circulars, etc., for educating our parishioners 

on Salesian spirituality, mission, and ministry of the Fransalians. It may help you in the process of building 

up Fransalian Associates in your parish. Please try if you think it is possible. Thank you for your 

understanding and commitment.  

Fransalian Associates Retreat 

I am moving around in different dioceses, conducting short retreats/orientation for the Fransalian 

Associates from different parishes of any diocese that requires an orientation as they begin their journey as 

Fransalian Associates. It is primarily PowerPoint Presentations on the guidelines of Fransalian Associates 

and the impact of it on our spiritual journey. If you need any help, please let me know. We have scheduled 

one for the Atlanta Archdiocese on Saturday, February 24th, at St. Marguerite d’Youville Church and for 

the Nashville diocese on Saturday, March 3rd, at St. Luke’s Parish in Smyrna, Tennessee. 

Our New House is Getting Ready 

The new house behind the Provincial House, which you saw under renovation when you visited during the 

retreat, is getting ready for the blessing. Once it is ready, we will finalize a date for the blessing and let you 

know in advance. Thanks to the builders and Fr. Joseph Pottemmel for doing a great job. 

Learning Spanish 

Learning Spanish is very essential for the pastoral ministry in this country in the coming years. If you think 

you have energy and motivation, I encourage you to start learning Spanish to make your ministry more 

outreaching and meaningful. Bishops in this country are happy to get bilingual priests to work in their 

dioceses, so that the priest can reach out to more number of people in their dioceses.  



 

Fransalian Day on January 24th  

If it is possible, let us celebrate January 24th as “Fransalian Day” in our parishes as we celebrate the 

feast of our heavenly patron. Let us talk and do stuff in Fransalian way. 

  

Fransalian Master Plan 20/30: Atlanta, USA 
(A master plan that can be achieved within 20-30 years, approximately by 2045-2050) 

GOAL: Establishing a “Fransalian Campus” in the existing property of 13 acres of land on Rosebud Road  

Loganville-Atlanta with the following physical developments: 

MSFS Provincial House with 5 administrative offices: 

Office of the Provincial 

Office of the Bursar 

Office of the Director of Fransalian Ministries 

Office of the Director of Mission & Development 

Office of the Director of Vocation & Formation 

Conference Facility 

Clergy Home: 

12 suites with handicap access for retired priests, resident priests, and including visiting priests. 

Spirituality & Retreat Center: 

Multipurpose Hall that can accommodate 175-200 people for retreats, community gatherings, counseling/

motivational talks, celebrations, and other community-building activities/events/programs.  

Chapel for 24 Hours of Perpetual Adoration 

Facility for Spiritual Direction & Confessions (retired priests can be made available) 

Fransalian Counseling & Psychotherapy Center 

Fransalian Media & Publication Center 

De Sales & Mermier Research & Study Center 

(Planning to get the support & cooperation of the women religious congregations 

from India who can work with the Fransalians) 

 

Action Plan for 2018/2019: 

1. Preparing a Master Plan to get the approval of the local government. 

2. Preparing plans for the construction of the Provincial House, Clergy Home, and Retreat Center. 

3. Raising funds for the construction costs. 

4. Starting construction of the Provincial House, Clergy Home, and Retreat Center at the earliest. 

 



 

My Visitation:  

Visit to the Diocese of St. Augustine, Florida 

I made the visitation to the diocese of St. Augustine, from Sunday, January 14, to Tuesday, 

January 16. On Sunday, after the Mass, I drove down to Jacksonville, had a community meeting 

and common meal in the Holy Spirit Parish, Jacksonville, where Fr. Amar is the pastor. Fr. Arul, 

Fr. Dilip, and Fr. Stephan joined the community. I met with all of them personally, visited their 

parishes, and met with their pastors. I also had meetings with the Bishop and the Chancellor and 

discussed the possibilities of taking up parishes on a  long-term basis. I also visited Marywood 

Retreat Center, where we are going to have our Annual Retreat in the month of June.  

Visit to the Archdiocese of San Antonio, Texas 

I have scheduled another visitation to the Archdiocese of San Antonio and meeting with the 

Archbishop for the weekend of January 28-30.  

Visit to the Diocese of Nashville, Tennessee 

The Episcopal Ordination of the new Bishop of Nashville, Tennessee, is going to be on February 

2nd, the Feast Day of the Presentation of the Lord. I am also planning to attend the Episcopal 

Ordination, as we have three confreres working in the diocese. The name of the Bishop-elect is    

J. Mark Spalding, and he is 12th Bishop of Nashville.   

Praying for the Confreres and the Congregation 

Please keep all the confreres of our Congregation, especially who are working in the Vice-Province in 

your special prayers. Each one of us is blessing to our Vice-Province; and we are called to be a 

blessing to the Vice-Province, our local parishes, our Congregation, and the universal church. We all 

need to strengthen each other by praying for each other, supporting each other, and caring for each 

other, so that we can build up a living, loving, and vibrant Vice-Province. I assure each of you my 

prayers, commitment, and love. God bless all of you in your ministry by granting you good health of 

body and mind. May St. Francis de Sales intercede for all of us! 

“When you encounter difficulties and contradictions, do 

not try to break them, but bend them with gentleness 

and time.” 

Lovingly your brother, 

 

 

Fr. Tomy Puliyanampattayil, MSFS 

Vice-Provincial-USA Vice-Province 


